The die does not create tlie metal, but it makes the current coin, and defines the value that must he attached to it in the world, and the influence that it will exert upon it. So circumstances do
not make character, but mould it and modify its developments; giving it, not its more or less vigorous vitality, but determining in great measure tlie direction in which this force shall he manifested. The ivy will find its way to the light through the stone wall, hut its course will be longer or shorter, according to the tortuosities which it has to encounter in its passage.
The mode in which the concrete mind is developed and manifested to the world is influenced, or rather determined, by antecedents, which may be summed up under one head,?that of Hereditary Influence: and surrounding circumstances; which include the physical medium into which it is forced?i.e., the nature of the climate, the soil, and the scenery; and the moral medium, including the period, the social, political, and intellectual condition of the community of which it is to be a member, the class of developed mind with which it comes in habitual or casual contact passively; and the active influence exerted by such minds upon it in the process of education and instruction which it undergoes. To these must be added, as not the least operative, that combination of physical and moral agencies which depends upon the state of poverty or wealth amid which it flourishes or languishes. All however, these defects of education were corrected, and some of the more amiable qualities of her mind evolved. When she left Roe Head, in 1832, she had "won the affectionate regard both of her teacher and her schoolfellows, and formed there the two fast friendships, which lasted her whole life long," with the "Mary" and the "E." of the memoir. Her correspondence with the latter forms a considerable portion of the work. Mrs.
Gaskell observes:?
"In looking over the earlier portion of this correspondence, I am struck afresh by the absence of hope, which formed such a strong characteristic of Charlotte. ... In after-life, I was painfully impressed with the fact that she never dared to allow herself to look forward with hope; that she had no confidence in the future; and I thought, when I heard of the sorrowful years she had passed through, that it had been this pressure of grief which had crushed all buoyancy of expectation out of her. But it appears from the letters, that it must have been, so to speak, constitutional; or perhaps the deep pang of losing her two elder sisters combined with a permanent state of bodily weakness in producing her hopelessness. If her trust in God had been less strong, she would have given way to unbounded anxiety at man}1" a period of her life. As He relates early in their acquaintance, with wonderful candour, the story of his early sensualities, to which she listens with equanimity, and ultimately undertakes the task of his guardian angel, by promising to marry him. Before all the misfortunes of her life, she has been warned by dreams of carrying about a helpless child; and for some time before the weddingday this vision haunts her. On the morning of the day, in the church itself, the secret of the former (or present) mad wife is revealed, and the ceremony, of course, is stopped.
The succeeding scenes are painted with a power which few writers cau equal, scarce any excel; but Jane's unbending principle triumphs over all the passion and sophistry of her lover, and she escapes. For days she undergoes the most sickening privations, but finds a home and friends at last, with whom she lives a year. At a crisis of her history she hears Mr. Rochester's voice calling, " Jane, Jane, Jane," though he is a hundred miles distant: she answers, " I am coming?Avait for meand it appears ultimately that he also heard the answer. The next day she sets off for Thomfield, which she finds burnt down. The wife was burnt with it, and Mr. Rochester was maimed and blinded ftt the time. He is absent, but she follows him, and they are married ; his sight partly returns, and for ten years their happiness is perfect. In a few short months she went to join those sisters whom she had loved so well. On March 31st, 1855, she rested at last, after a weary warfare of thirty-nine years. Requiescat.
